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can manage to give it the attraction of a certain degree of
intimacy and include material which would have the flavour
of a personal memoir.
After mature reflection I have come to the conclusion
that I am not prepared to write an ordinary pot-boiler
which would be swamped in the present flood of produc-
tion,   I should wish to create a maturely considered and,
as far as my modest capabilities allow, an artistically con-
structed book.   I want it to be built up^ on the broadest
foundation of authoritative material.   It is clear that if, as
is to be hoped and desired, Your Excellency remains long
at the helm of State, the volume of written material con-
cerned with you will increase as the years go on. In so far
as your political career and the judgment upon it may be
concerned, I do not wish to grudge my successors their
gleanings.  But as regards the human side of your life and
the story of your years of diplomacy, it would be my
ambition not to leave posterity, at least consciously, too
generous a harvest   In these respects I waiit to be as
exhaustive as possible.   I am not contemplating a thick
ponderous tome, such as that which appeared some ten
years ago on Prince Hohcnlohe written by Rust.   Such
books never reach the general public and often not even
the more cultured strata of society.    Events of world
importance and the boldness of decision they entail have
not yet had time to work for Your Excellency's renown as
they have done for Bismarck.   And yet in spite of the
advantages which his epic career afforded the biographer,
most of the books about him moulder on the shelves of
libraries, because this Achilles has not yet found his Homer.
I hope you will not think me immodest enough to suggest
that I should fill this position with regard to you.
Your Excellency has an unusually attractive, and to the
observer, interesting life behind him, and the Princess will
be a book within the book.
I regard the following material as desirable:
Some of your father's notes and letters. Some of your
mother's letters. Letters from your father of the Frankfurt
period touching on Bismarck. Bismarck's letters to him.